LHAA Rules August 2024
1.	General
Lions House Allotment Association is a registered Charitable Incorporated Organisation administered by elected Trustees with the assistance of its members. The Trustees and members have agreed these rules and all plot-holders agree to abide by them when signing their tenancy agreement.
An infringement of any rules could ultimately result in notification of the termination of the tenancy at the discretion of the LHAA.
1.1 Allotment plots are let to individuals or couples [plot-holders] only.
1.2 Plots may pass from one partner in a couple to another but cannot be passed on to other family members, friends or associates.
1.3 Plots are for personal use and may not be sub-let for any purpose.  
1.4 Plot-holders may not employ others to maintain their plots.  
1.5 Plot-holders may, from time to time, enter temporary, informal arrangements with other plot-holders for assistance in maintaining their plot. Any such arrangements cease when the plot is let to a new plot holder.
1.6 Plot-holders may allow other members of LHAA to help cultivate their plots. Plot-holders must ensure that anyone they wish to enter such an arrangement with has successfully applied for LHAA membership before the arrangement begins.
1.7 Plot-holders may employ a specialist contractor for certain tasks, such as installing a shed. The use of contractors must be discussed in advance with the Maintenance Officer. Anyone employed to carry out work on the allotment site must provide evidence of public liability insurance.
1.8 Sheds, fruit cages and green houses are permitted (one of each per plot). Plot-holders must apply in advance to the trustees via the LHAA Site Maintenance Officer for guidance on size, height and location by using the Works Consent Form available on the LHAA website.  
1.9 Poly tunnels are forbidden.
1.10 Produce from plots may not be sold commercially.
1.11 Livestock, including chickens, are not allowed on the allotments.

2. 	Conduct
To ensure all plot-holders can appreciate their time on-site, we have rules relating to how people behave.
2.1 Plot-holders must always respect other plot-holders and their right to enjoy the use of their plot without disturbance, conducting themselves in a neighbourly manner. Plot-holders should ensure that their actions do not cause nuisance, threat or distress.
2.2 Plot-holders may not enter any other plots without express permission to do so.
2.3 Plot-holders may bring well behaved dogs to the allotments, which must be always kept on a lead. Owners must clear up after their dogs immediately.
2.4 Plot-holders may bring family and guests to the allotments but must always supervise them. Plot-holders are responsible for their behaviour and safety.
2.5 Plot-holders may not enter the Ravensdowne icehouses and their grounds which are private property.


3.	Cultivation
LHAA exists for the purpose of providing space for gardening. To ensure that this can continue, there are rules relating to how plots-holders carry out their gardening activities.
1. Plot-holders must maintain the plot in a good, cultivated condition, growing vegetables, fruit, flowers or a mix. Plants that freely self-seed should have flowering stems removed before seed is set to prevent spread to neighbouring plots.
3.1 Plot-holders are not permitted to use herbicides [weedkillers].
3.2 Plot-holders are requested not to use insecticides because of the harm these do to other, beneficial insects.
3.3 The only new trees to be planted are fruit trees [including crab apples]. Trained fruit trees [cordon, espalier, fan or step over] are preferred and no plot may have more than 2 trees grown as small standards. The size of a fruit tree is determined by the rootstock used and new trees need to have an appropriate rootstock to control their final height. Appropriate rootstocks are listed in Appendix 1. The plot holder will be required to provide evidence of their tree’s rootstock.
3.4 If cultivating fruit tree(s) on their plots, plot-holders must ensure the tree(s) are not a nuisance to adjoining plot-holders through shadowing or shading and must prune them so as not to cause nuisance to neighbouring plots. Fruit trees require regular, annual pruning to maintain shape and productivity.
3.5 Plot-holders should consult with trustees before removing any trees from their plot.


4.	Community
While most activities do not have an impact on others, some can have a significant impact, so we have rules to control these. Water is a significant annual cost so everyone has a responsibility to use it sparingly and regarding the needs of other users, while smoke from bonfires is both unpleasant and can present a health risk. Further, a small but crucial part of the site is ‘communal’ space, so we ask that everyone plays a part in maintaining this space.
4.1 Sprinklers are not allowed at any time.
4.2 Hoses may be used but only when others are not busy watering with watering cans. Note that hose use can significantly reduce water pressure to some taps, and anyone affected can ask that hose use is stopped while they use the affected tap.
4.3 Bonfires are permitted Monday to Friday during daylight only. If it is windy or if it is likely that smoke from the fire will cause a nuisance to other plot-holders or residents around the site, plot-holders should wait for a more appropriate time to light their fire.
4.4 Plot-holders should only burn materials that originate on their plot.
4.5 Plot-holders must not use accelerants such as petrol on their fires.
4.6 Plot-holders must always attend their bonfires and extinguish them before they leave the allotments. Plot-holders must ensure that they have appropriate means to extinguish their fires before starting a fire.
4.7 Where asked, plot-holders should contribute to path maintenance, either adjacent to their plot or elsewhere on the site.



5.	Administration
LHAA provides allotments for the residents of Berwick upon Tweed, Spittal and Tweedmouth. Any resident of Berwick upon Tweed, Spittal and Tweedmouth may apply for plot, but plots are not available for non-residents. These rules deal with how we administer the plots.
5.1 Applicants are added to our waiting list, and plots will be allocated without favour in accordance with an individual’s or couple’s position on the waiting list.
5.2 New plot-holders will undergo a period of probation of three months from date of signing the tenancy agreement.  Following this probation period, the LHAA will review their conduct according to the LHAA rules.
5.3 Existing plot holders who wish to move plots can register their interest and will be notified when a plot is vacant.
5.4 All plot-holders are provided with a copy of these rules.
5.5 Changes to the allotment’s rules must be agreed at the LHAA AGM. Any proposed changes to the rules must be circulated to the membership three weeks in advance of that meeting. Plot-holders will be notified of any changes to the rules and abide by them from the date of notification.
5.6 Rents and other fees are paid annually and are due on 1 December. Plot-holders who do not pay their fees within a reasonable time may be considered to have terminated their tenancy.
5.7 The annual plot rents and maintenance fund fees will be agreed annually at the AGM.
5.8 Entry to the allotment site is by key code. Plot-holders must not share the key code. Other members of LHAA may be given the key code at the discretion of the trustees.


6.	Enforcement
6.1 Trustees will regularly review the condition of the plots and where plots are not maintained in a satisfactory state plot-holders will be requested to undertake improvements. If the condition of the plot is not improved within a given time frame (as agreed between LHAA and the plot-holder), further action may be taken.
6.2 Any breaches of the rules that become apparent to the LHAA will be investigated and plot-holders will be notified verbally plus by email or delivered letter.   
6.3 Continued breaches of these rules or failure to complete agreed improvement actions may result in plot-holders having their tenancy terminated.
